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Bruce Revnolds. Great Train Robber, on doing

time with Jaguar's ‘getiawiay car
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Saven ol the train
robbers aro
convicted:
Reynolds stayed
on the run for

five years,

Right: police, also
Mkll-mounted
swoap on the
Bucks farmhouse
usod to count the
stolen money

“I"d never hawve
guessed I'd be
back here 30
years later and
broke.” Bruce
Reynolds revisits
Bridego Bridge in
October '95, for
the first time
since the Great
Tralkn Robbery of
August 1963

an identical colourcd car would be found and
the tx disc stolen to be placed in our ‘ringer’
anthe gssumption thit the two velicles with
identical plates would be operating in differ-
Entarcas,

This practice was rife: T visited 2 notori s
ringer and saw twi identical dark blue 3 s
with the same numberplates. | confronted the
Buy who slurped his tea before replving; “It
st be g clereal error mate, !

11y the: neverending war between Coaps
robbers the opposition caught up with us
Chief constables who had the funds Swiftly
comverted from Wolseley 6,005 1o Jags and
Warc competing on equal  terms, The

opening of the M1 and the growth
of the motorways led 1o further expansion of
the crim's activities: at the Appropriite time
Jaguir brought out the MKIL series ind inteo-
duced the 3.8 1o give us TemPOTEry
SUPrEmacy

Now we had the greatest fourdaos I SpHIrTS
salod in the workd, The reaction w A% L
diate: Paddy, my partner and 3 true enthuskist
bought one from Roy Salvadori at Tolworth
Paddy said iv was the best ear he'd ever
owned and went on 1o
by two more

But the face of crime
was  changing.  High:
specd chases went ot
Largely with technological
advances in communica:
tons and the modis
aperandd was more the
strike at target and the
rpid petaway o the near
est chanpgeowver point and
10 less conspicuous vehi-
cles. Used in this fashion
Jags were still mandatory
but for general use they
went ot of  favour
victims of their own
SUCCEsRs SYTIONYmMOous
with crime and criminals,
they were a high-profile
target for police suspi-
cion. To be driving one
more than two-up would
result in an immediate
challenge by an ohservant
patrol Gir crew,

Reluctantly we said our farcwells. Tn irs
time the Jaguar had been a car for all seasons
and all rezsons for the professional crim, [
their mcing successes are too MUMETOS [0
record one can point (o the parailels in crime
with peshaps a few highlights as examples

Peter Scott, christened alrermatively by the
miedia as the "Hunmn Fly* or “King of the Cat
Burghirs’ pulled off the largest jewel theft in
the world, valued ¢ INSFErvAtvely ot 200, (400
in 1960, wsing a 2.4 MKI Jaguar

In November 1962 connoisseurs of crime
put the London Airpont Re ibhery among the
classics of big money snatelves when £62 000
wis stolen. Two identical metallic blue 3 8

Jaguars were used for the getawiay, Ironically

one of these belonged o the actor Cralg
Stevens, who in his television serics role as
detective Peter Gunn had solved countless
payroll robberies

Clossic and Sportscar Janvary 1996

“THEY WERE
VICTIMS OF
THEIR OWN
SUCCESS. TO
BE DRIVING
ONE MORE The threads of life
THAN TWO-
UP WOULD

RESULT IN AN
IMMEDIATE
CHALLENGE”

An alternative plan
that was mooted in respect of the Great
Train Robbery would have seen us fesving the |
scene of the crimein 1038 MAKID Baapuiars, (e |
sutted Interdors replete with. mai) s
conbiining over 20 amillion in cash, That |
wintld have been i pretty sigh, st el
preciing The feadian fob by years,

O i muare sinister nore in 1908 Tony “T'he
Magpic Maflin re e (o
e the ‘Mr o Big' of
oo ivers and Involved in
@ ETR0000 gald bullion
rbbery was found sho
cead in the frone seat of
his green MK Jaguar. It
wils - classic ganglind
excoution he hacl beon
shat twice, once by (e
elght eve and, the o de
race, once behing che
right ear, |

irmieating art o are imitat-
ing life run through the
Taguar story, Whar car
introduced us o (he
BBCS documentary serics
e Underiortd? - the
Taguar MEIL Whose voice
with gravitas announced
the series? - Bob Hoskins,
Al it was Bob Hoskins
who had his “last ride’ in
the back ofa Jagier in the
comtemporary  classic
crimie film Phe Long Good Fridey,

The ironic postscript to ¥ criminal carcer
saw my arrest in 1969 for complicity in The
Great Train Robbery and my final - almast -
drive to Aylesbury in g MKIL3 4 for trial

After my 25-vear sentence there would be
a succession of prison moves, all conducted |
in high-specd maxi-

LI SECUELY Convors
and always in Coven-
try’'s finest, the Jaguar,

And that's where |
CRmE in. R T e

BArice Reynolds, the
Vitobiograply of a
Thief, is publivhed fn
Paperback By Corgt
o March 7 TR,
frricedd £5, 59




